CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

The Girl on the Bridge 

Other known title (s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1900557.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Director: 

Leanne Pooley 

Producer: 

Cass Avery 

Alex Reed 

Country of origin: 

Aotearoa New Zealand 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Augusto Ltd 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 15 years, or who are 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Deals with suicide, sexual abuse themes and self-harm references 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

19 June 2020 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

Date of notice of decision: 

19 June 2020 



Components 

Running time 

Feature(s): 

The Girl on the Bridge 

92:05 

Total running time: 


92:05 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Girl on the Bridge is a highly impactful documentary that is intensely emotional and speaks 
extensively and openly on the subject of suicide. While it is clear that the film has significant merit, 
some of its messages, such as the young film maker's feeling that she was partially responsible for a 
teenager's suicide, are not direcdy stated. As such the film has some complex messages that require 





maturity to critically analyse. Ultimately the film brings awareness and positive messages about 
mental health, which helps to contextualise the treatment of suicide and self-harm in a way that 
makes it much less likely to shock or disturb older teenage and adult audiences, or to increase the risk 
of them harming or killing themselves. Children and younger teenagers could be overwhelmed by the 
documentary's heavy themes and are unlikely to have the experience and maturity to understand this 
contextuaUsation; as such they may receive mixed messages about suicide and its impacts and this is 
likely to negatively impact them. Watching the film with a trusted adult or being able to critically 
analyse content minimises the risk that young people could harm themselves after watching the film. 
The film is therefore classified RP15. This decision is a limit on the right to freedom of expression 
under the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 but is reasonable and justified given the risk of injury 
to the public good. 



